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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -• 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) I^S is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) j 

1 ) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informai Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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Part of Paper No. 2 



Application/Control Number: 09/934,349 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3742 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim includes element 
identifier number 5, but none others. It is suggested that it be deleted for the sake of consistency 
and clarity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
6075229 to Vanselow. 

Referring to Figures 1-4, Vanselow discloses the claimed invention exactly as claimed, 
including a mug 30, lid 34, base 12, 20, and 12 volt adapter plug 47. It is noted that the plug 47 is 
inserted into a "power receptacle/' which limitation imposes no constraints on the nature of the 
power supply, and hence does not preclude a 12 volt source. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vanselow. 
While Vanselow discloses an essentially continuously adjustable thermostat, and does not 

explicitly disclose a flexible heater, such cannot be regarded to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. It would have been obvious to modify the temperature control of 
Vanselow to have only two settings to reduce the cost of the device, and to utilize a flexible 
heater, regarding the details of which Vanselow is silent, since these are conventional heater 
means to apply to a flat surface. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art cited below is pertinent to Applicant's disclosure. The examiner urges, for 
the sake of expedient prosecution, that the following prior art be considered in conjunction with 
the previously cited prior art when responding to this action. 

U.S. Patent 598191 1 discloses a flexible heater with diverse food wanning applications, 
including beverages. U.S. Patents 4523083, 4442343, 4305533, 4160152, 1414494, 5072095, 
5019691, 6072161, and 5895595 all disclose pertinent beverage warming devices. 

The examiner respectfully urges that a prior art search by Applicants or their 
representative allows one to avoid the time and expense of claiming that which is well known in 
the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Joseph Pelham, at 
(703)308-1709. Status inquiries of a general nature should be directedjo the Technology 
Center 3700 receptionist at (703) 308-0861 . 



Joseph PeMm| 
Primary Patem 
Art Unit 3742 
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Attachment for PrO-948 fKc\. 03 OL or cailict ) 

6/ 1 8/0 1 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
'information on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO LKFtC T l)R \U ING ( M WCKS 



1. Correction of Informalities - 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be Tiled wnh ihe changes jncorporafed ilicrcm 
Identifying indicia, irprovided. should include the fjtle of fhe invention 
inventor's name, and application number, or docket number (il any) it an 
application number has not been assigned to the application If this information ib 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered wuhm (he top 
margin If corrected drawmgs are required in a Nonce of" Allowability (PTOL- 
37). the new drawings MUST be filed wiihm the THREE MONTH shonened 
statutory period set for reply in the Nonce of Allowability Extensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawmgs should be filed as a separate paper with a iransmiiial letter addressed lo 
the Official Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Inrormaiities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informaliiies noted by the Drattsperson, 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into iht new 
drawings MUST be approved by the exammer before the application will be 
allowed No changes will be permuted to be made other than correction ol 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawing: corrections within the 
tune period set m the attached Office commumcation See M CFR 
1 85(a) 



Failure to take corrective action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application 



